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Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022 at 8pm  

“New Books Will Be Needed”: History, 
Magic, and Nature in Early Print  

by Myron Groover 
The enormous proliferation of knowledge in early modern 
Europe gave rise to numerous challenges for scholars and 
readers alike. How was it possible to contend with the 
sheer volume of information now available? Drawing 
from original works held by McMaster University Library, 
this talk will explore three such attempts: the Nuremberg 
Chronicle of 1493, which tried to encapsulate the entirety 
of world history; Agrippa’s Three Books of Occult 
Philosophy, (1533) which drew on linguistically and 
geographically disparate traditions of magical thought; and 
Aldrovandi’s Natural History, which in the late sixteenth 
century aimed to present a comprehensive synthesis of 
existing zoological thought and illustration. 
 Myron Groover is Archives and Rare Books Librarian 
at McMaster University.  

 

Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022 at 8pm* 

Two-Eyed Seeing: Joining Science 
and Traditional Knowledge  

by Henry Lickers 
Henry Lickers has spent much of his life thinking about 
the importance of bridging science and local knowledge 
gained by Indigenous communities from experiences with 
the land, water and their inhabitants. Appointed to the 
International Joint Commission (IJC) in 2019 as the first 
Indigenous commissioner, he has brought an awareness of 
‘two-eyed seeing’ gained through his own experience and 
previous work as the environmental science officer for the 
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne. Commissioner Lickers is 
a member of the Seneca Nation, Turtle Clan, and a 
biologist.  
 The IJC oversees all bodies of water shared by Canada 
and the United States. Its six commissioners investigate 
and recommend actions related to issues such as water 
levels, water quality, pollution and climate change.  

 
 
 

*Annual General Meeting: 7:15-7:45 pm 
See website: anyone is welcome to attend.  

 

 



Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022 at 8pm 

Bats, Viruses and Cancer: What Can 
One Teach Us About the Other? 

by Karen Mossman 
Much of what we know about molecular and cell biology 
has come from studying viruses. Understanding how 
viruses evolve with their natural host has taught us about 
diseases ranging from COVID to cancer. The work in the 
Mossman lab ranges from understanding very early 
interactions between a virus and the cell it infects to 
developing novel antiviral and cancer therapies. More 
recently, more pieces of the puzzle have been put together 
by studying bats, flying mammals that appear immune to 
some of the most deadly viruses. Dr. Mossman is Vice-
President, Research; Professor of Medicine, McMaster 
Immunology Research Centre, McMaster University. 
  
   Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022 at 8pm 

Coexisting with Invasive Wetland 
Plants 

by Rebecca Rooney 
Biodiversity is under threat on multiple fronts. One of the 
greatest—but perhaps least talked about—threats comes 
from biological invasions. In wetlands, alien invasive 
plants change how ecosystems function and jeopardize 
critical services that wetlands provide. Over 60 invasive 
wetland plants threaten the Great Lakes region, but one in 
particular, European Common Reed, is a direct threat to 
25% of all species at risk in Ontario. The plant can grow 
taller than a single story house, intercepting the sun and 
changing conditions around it. Can we ever get back the 
biodiverse native marsh that pre-existed the invasion? 
How should we define success and what tools could 
achieve it? 
 Dr. Rebecca Rooney is a professor in the Department 
of Biology at the University of Waterloo. 
  
  Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023 at 8pm 

The Niagara Escarpment— 
 Southern Ontario’s Ribbon of 

Wilderness  
by Adam Brylowski 

The Niagara Escarpment is a 400,000-year-old natural 
ridge that snakes through the Ontario landscape from 
Manitoulin Island to the Niagara River. Adam Brylowski 

will talk about the escarpment and The Bruce Trail, an 
ongoing public project to promote this unique feature and 
protect the natural habitats along its heights, with the help 
of local landowners and volunteers.  
 Adam Brylowski has been at the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy for 12 years, co-ordinating its Conservation 
and Trail programs. Prior to that he was a Natural 
Resource Management Technician for the City of 
Toronto and has worked for Urban Forest Associates. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Information about a possible HPO-HAALSA music 
talk will be announced, via social media, and by 
email to those on the members and friends contact 
list. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 at 8pm 

That Single Event 
by Clarence Porter 

Join pastel artist Clarence Porter as he takes you on his 
journey from Indianapolis to Toronto to Hamilton with 
commentary and slides of his colourful artwork. 
Sometimes it is through the eyes of a child that we can 
better see our world. A single event, a conversation while 
travelling over the Skyway Bridge with his son, is the 
event that began Clarence Porter’s love of Hamilton and 
his life in the Hamilton Arts community.  
 Mr. Porter is an artist and art instructor at the Dundas 
Valley School of Art who has had a long career in graphic 
design and illustration. 

Saturday, Mar. 11, 2023 at 8pm 
From Bench to Bedside: Translating 

Basic Science Discoveries to Patients 
with Brain Cancer 

by Sheila Singh 
In medical school, Dr. Sheila Singh met two children who 
influenced her decision to become a cancer researcher, 
seeking to better understand childhood brain cancers at a 
cellular level. Her work and continuing research in the 
Sheila Singh Lab at McMaster have made strides to 
explain what drives the growth of tumours and, through 
that understanding, propose more effective individualized 
treatments to combat these resistant forms of cancer. In 
her talk, Dr. Singh explains changes to traditional 
understanding of brain tumours and the ramifications of 
her research. 



 Dr. Singh is a pediatric neurosurgeon, a professor in 
McMaster’s surgery, and biochemistry departments, a lab 
director in the Stem Cell and Cancer Research Institute 
and founding director of the McMaster Surgeon Scientist 
Program. 
 

THE 22nd DR. JOHN RAE LECTURE 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 at 8pm 

Antarctica  
by Arnold Zageris 

Breathtaking in its superlatives, Antarctica mesmerizes 
visitors with its compelling beauty, awe-inspiring 
landscapes and imposing grandeur. No continent is its 
equal. Moreover, its ever-changing and elusive light can 
paint and transform the spectacle with often fantastical 
shapes and colours. Antarctica animates, inspires, and 
humbles.  

Canadian artist Arnold Zageris has travelled to 
Antarctica five times, fascinated by the limitless but 
challenging opportunity to capture its compelling vistas 
digitally and on 4 x 5 inch film. When possible, Zageris 
uses a tripod and a large format camera to take only a few 
photographs, carefully selecting his subject and planning 
his composition. He shares his images and stories in this 
richly illustrated talk. 

Mr. Zageris’ work has won awards, been exhibited 
widely and appears in private, corporate and public 
collections, including the National Gallery of Canada. He 
is author of three books: On the Labrador, Antarctica and 
Iceland.  

 
Executive Council, 2022-2023 

 Ms. Bernadette Ryan  President 
 Ms. Vivian Lewis Past President  
 TBA Vice-President 

 Ms. Jane Brander Rec. Secretary  
 Dr. David Keane  Treas./Web. 
 Ms. Aurelia Shaw  Corr.Secretary  
 Dr. Peter Banting  Music Award Dr. Tony 

Petric Science Fair Ms. Dawn 
Petsche-Wark Councillor  

 Dr. Herb Schellhorn  Councillor 

The Hamilton Association, one of Canada’s 
oldest non-profit cultural organizations, has 
encouraged the advancement of knowledge in the 
community through free public lectures and support 
for local arts and science for more than 150 years, 
and also sponsors the following awards for teens in 
the Hamilton area.  

 
The Maitland Banting 

Silver Quill Award 
• an award of up to $250 for short fiction by teenage 

entrants in the Power of the Pen competition showing 
an excellent use of language. Details and entry forms at 
https://teens.hpl.ca/power-pen/ 

Young Poet Award 
• an award of up to $250 for poetry entered in the Power 

of the Pen competition. Entry details as above. 

Young Musician Award 
• a $250 award for excellent performance, administered 

by the Dundas Valley Orchestra. Stressing 
musicianship and interpretation, it includes the 
opportunity to perform at a DVO concert. Details at 
www.dundasvalleyorchestra.ca/ 

da Vinci Science Fair Award 
• one or more awards of up to $250 for students in the 

Bay Area Science and Engineering Fair. See 
www.basef.ca/  

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tax receipts are provided for memberships and other 

donations. Forms are available at www.haalsa.org 
Please check the website for a location map, directions, 

parking advice, any cancellations and COVID safety 
protocols. When possible, lectures that cannot be held in 

person will be held on Zoom. 
 

Inquiries:  phone 905-527-0080 or 
Email:  secretary@haalsa.org 

 

http://haalsa.org:2095/cpsess1716511102/horde/turba/contact.php?source=bed6fa0812254a3437d2f8cd69af787b&key=Gj5wrc1zHbqo1F4-8651ZYj
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